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The  undergoing  concerns  for  local  and  regional  development  focus  also  on  the  territorial 
analyses. The local socio economic analysis is naturally followed by the strategic planning of 
development  during  which  the  local  public  authorities  initiate  and  organize,  locally,  the 
economic development of the respective territorial unit. This article is intended to analyze a 
concrete case, that of the Capital City of Romania, the Municipality of Bucharest. One of 
Romania’s objectives is to sensitize and educate the civil society, the private organizations 
and the public authorities towards understanding and observing the urban landscape. In the 
spirit of the aspects mentioned above, the authors have presented a case study, at the end of 
this  article,  in  which  the  reconsideration  of  the  urban  architectural  framework  matches Carmen Beatrice Pauna, Dana Ileana G. Chirvai   Urban Comfort in Bucharest. Social 
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perfectly with the wish of introducing elements of spatial dynamics and of balance. In this 
spirit, the over crowded City of Bucharest, which has a density of 9009 inhabitants/sq.km, 
will potentially be turned into an oasis of social comfort that will positively influence the 
urban organism.  
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Motto: “The present towns cannot meet the demands of modern life if they do 




 The strategic planning of the local economic development of Bucharest Municipality  
The local economy is the entirety of economic activities that are carried out at a local 
level, according to the administrative territorial organization and where the local players are 
involved,  that  is:  the  local  authorities,  the  local  community,  the  economic  entities  in  the 
public and private local sector.  
Local economic development is related to the development of services, of the human 
and financial resources of communities, to the increase in the number of companies that pay 
taxes, to the integration of economic and social development into the local communities, to 
the social stability of local communities and, last but not least, to the improvement of the 
environment and urban comfort of the local communities.  
Among preoccupations for local and regional development, special attention is granted 
to local analyses. The specialized literature
1  mentions three methodologies for the territorial 
social economic analysis, namely:  
   analysis  based  on  the  interpretation  of  the  indicators,  and  of  the  socio economic 
indicators;  
   analysis of the local production and consumption system; 
   analysis based on  „SWOT
2” evaluation.  
The  social economic  analysis  is  normally  followed  by  the  strategic  planning  of 
development in which the local public authorities initiate and organize, at a local level, the 
economic development of the respective territorial administrative unit. 
                                                 
1 Valeria Valeri – The major methodologies for carrying out the socio economic analysis of the territory, the 
Romanian Management Institute, Bucharest, 1999 
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In  this  respect,  our  article  analyzes  a  case  which  actually  is  the  Capital  City  of 
Romania, Bucharest Municipality.  
Specialists believe that the most appropriate method to do the strategic planning of 
Bucharest Municipality is the SWOT analysis, since it helps identifying the local potential, 
the local priorities, as well as the elaboration of a joint vision concerning the achievement of 
the development strategy.  
The  data  collected  by  the  Bucharest  City  Hall  and  also  the  data  provided  by  the 
National Statistics Institute indicate some Strengths of the town, such as: 
￿  Qualified labour force 
￿  Strong  university  and  research  centers  in  the  economic,  technological  and 
other fields  
￿  The low unemployment rate 
￿  The diversity of industries 
￿  The big potential of the consumption market following the high number of 
inhabitants and the high average salary incomes (higher by 35% against the 
country average) 
￿  High rate of the economic development to be seen in the high rate of foreign 
investment and of the start ups  
￿  Potential expansion of the business areas, following the demolitions along the 
river  Dâmboviţa  (the  Orhideea Grozăve ti  area),  as  well  as  in  the  North 
Western, South Eastern areas, and in  Văcăre ti Abator area 
￿  Quick access to communications channels 
￿  Numerous representative offices of foreign businesses, banks, government and 
international institutions. 
As the data collected by the local authorities or by other studies indicate the Bucharest 
local community displays also some less favorable aspects, which for conformity, are called 
Weaknesses, like, for instance: 
   The relative aging of the population and the decrease in the natural birth rate  
   Growing unemployment in the secondary sector, in industry, in particular  
   The growing process of relocation of some enterprises  
   Deficiencies of the road infrastructure and local public transportation  
   Deficient drinking water supply and sewerage, in the peripheral areas, in particular  
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   Increased pollution, intense traffic 
   Unfinished urban projects  
   General imbalance of the town following the divide of the town in two big areas, the 
relatively  prosperous  North  and  the  more  populated  South,  which  has  too  many 
apartment buildings and totally or partially relocated industrial areas but does not have 
a core of economic activities; which has insufficient and under sized links to the other 
part of the town   
   Lack of spaces for promenade and recreation in the centre of the town  
   Lack  of  a  single  economic  and  social  development  plan  of  the  town  following 
cooperation between the central and local administrations  
   Delayed court decisions on the legal status of the land in Bucharest Municipality  
   Lack of databases on the land plots in the Capital (legal status, neighborhoods, usage, 
utilities)  
   Lack  of  computerized  data  for  decision makers  and  for  the  economic  and  assets 
management in the local public administration. 
The  strengths  and  weaknesses  are  internal  factors  or,  according  to  the  traditional 
glossary, endogen factors, related to the local community. The external factors, independent 
of the community will, can influence or hinder local economic development, and are included 
between opportunities and threats.  
  The Opportunities, that is, the external factors – regional, national or international  
that influence the local economic development of Bucharest Municipality are the following:  
￿ The attractive recreation and tourist areas surrounding the town (areas of a historic, 
cultural, ethnographic importance)  
￿  The two European corridors of communications and cooperation that will cross the 
town from North to South and West to East  
￿ The very fact that Bucharest is the Capital of a country that is a member of the Euro 
Atlantic structures  
￿ Administrative  decentralization  with  the  prospect  of  implementing  the  necessary 
reforms. 
  Threats,  those  external  factors  that  can  lead  to  a  reduction  in  the  competitive 
advantage of economic development in the area, are identified in the case of Bucharest, as 
well, and are the following:  
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    The suspension of some tax incentives for direct investments 
   The city hall budget and the budget of the Capital sectors are insufficient to cover the 
needs of local economy 
   The incapacity of better accessing the European reimbursable and non reimbursable 
funds  
   The negative image which some aspects of the social and political life of this country 
have in the foreign business and political environments. 
With the components of the SWOT analysis being identified, another analysis can be 
carried  out,  namely,  that  of  the  potential  for  Bucharest  Municipality’s  development,  and, 
eventually, the strategic goals of the local economic development can be formulated. On the 
basis of this, and of a confrontation among the local decision makers, two big goals or lines of 
development were identified for Bucharest Municipality
3: 
a)  The balanced economic and social development of Bucharest, prevailingly of the 
Southern area (implementation of the cadastre and establishment of the legal status 
of  properties;  municipal  policy  for  reclaiming  the  rivers  and  lakes,  and 
maintenance of the green areas; urban regeneration, that is, regeneration of the 
natural capital, especially of lands and contaminated water resources, as well as 
urban  rehabilitation  following  the  restoration  and  development  of  the  historic 
center of Bucharest) 
b)  Development of a modern infrastructure and provision of local public services of 
high quality (for instance, linking ring roads to the axial roads, development of a 
parking network, modern and sufficient supply of drinking water and sewerage, 
sanitation services).  
In order to implement these strategies, specific goals should be also identified, such 
as:  
   The development of an area around Bucharest to meet the requirements and exigencies 
of a Metropolitan Area at a European level  
   The creation of new poles of development and of some theme parks  
   Functional conversion of predominantly industrial areas  
   Expansion of public green areas and recreation areas  
   Concession of public green areas on condition of conformity with the standards for the 
preservation of green areas  
                                                 
3 According to the documents of the Bucharest Town Hall and of specialists in the field  Carmen Beatrice Pauna, Dana Ileana G. Chirvai   Urban Comfort in Bucharest. Social 
Economic Parameters   
 
  97
   Compliance  with  the  standards  of  height  in  certain  traditional  areas  in  order  to 
preserve the former aristocratic areas (districts)  
   Constructions on idle plots of land provided there is an anticipation of the needs for 
public utilities for the dwellings in the area  
   Improvement of the urban environment with a view to increasing the quality of life of 
the Bucharest inhabitants up to European standards. 
In  other  words,  according  to  the  current  trend,  the  economic  activities  should 
permanently adjust to the new conditions that are no longer immutable. Human dynamics 
should call for a re analysis of mutations, without any instant overturns of the situations. 
Future has to be prepared. The town that has become the favorite place for human activities 
should consequently provide for new conditions of living. Therefore, this paper makes an 
analysis of the susceptible factors conducive to new solutions for achieving urban comfort.  
 
Prospects for attaining urban comfort in the Capital of Romania  
In 1997 half of the world population lived in towns, and this percentage will raise up 
to 69, 6% in 2050
4. For Romania, calculations indicate that the population will have gown by 
0.04% annually by 2030, reaching 73% in 2050. In the case of Bucharest the growth rate is 
estimated at almost 1% for the period 2002 2009
5. The artificial space, which has grown 
following the explosive development of the town, renders all the parameters more vulnerable, 
with an immediate reflection in various levels of study, and these effects will be found in the 
environment, in the medium and long term evolution trends. In this respect, the recent studies 
point to a series of problems posed by the extremely busy traffic in the Capital (the average 
speed in the centre is under 10 Km/hour and eventually 2 km/hour). Excessive pollution is 
perceived more and more, and the annual average of the nitrogen dioxide has exceeded way 
too much the maximum ceiling accepted. The lack of green areas becomes a very serious 
problem (in the past 18 years 1,500,000 trees were cut down, according to a Report of the 
Association „Save Bucharest”). Authorities release building permits even in over crowded 
areas and this leads to an escalation of this already serious problem. It seems that all the Zonal 
Urban  Plans  that  run  counter  to  the  General  Urban  Plan  represent  a  typically  Romanian 
matter. The plans should be widely debated in the community while the authorities should 
draft  them  following  some  specialized  studies  that  should  pursue  the  observance  of  the 
                                                 
4 In world urbanization prospects database, 2007 
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parameters that generate the urban comfort at all tiers of living. Romania, as signatory to the 
European Convention on Landscape – the Strasbourg Conference of May 24th 2002 – has set 
the goal of sensitizing and educating the civil society, the private organizations and the public 
authorities towards understanding and observing the urban space. In the spirit of the aspects 
mentioned above, the authors have presented a case study at the end of this article in which 
the reconsideration of the urban architecture matches the wish of introducing some elements 
of spatial dynamics and of equilibrium, for that matter.  In this way, an oasis of social comfort 
will be created and will positively influence the urban organism in the over crowded town of 
Bucharest, a town with a density of 9009 inhabitants /km
2.  
Urban comfort can be defined as a multitude of quality parameters that have to be 
achieved at the different tiers of study. That is the very reason why we believe that sustainable 
scientific research carried out at all tiers of study could have become an instrument of work 
and  thus,  many  of  the  mistakes  in  urbanism,  made  after  1989  in  the  development  of 
Bucharest, could have been avoided.  
The style of Bucharest is actually the co existence of several styles, which are not 
rationally put together, which display a predictable aesthetics, and which provide adequate 
living space for its inhabitants. The Bucharest of today is still fully contaminated by the toxic 
communist devastation, actually carried out by Ceau escu regime.   
As it is known, during the communist time the chaotic demolitions created a state of 
unrest and discomfort to the population, the drama of having to witness a sinister show – in 
which houses were pulled down instantly with a 24 hour notice. The communist social project 
had  a  negative  impact  on  the  population  for  a  long  term.  Once  again  this  proved  the 
connection between the emotional integrity of the people and the urban integrity of Bucharest. 
This is valid today, as well.  
In the opinion of specialists the construction of big edifices should take into account 
the opinion of the civil society and should take place on the basis of contests of architects’ 
projects but that only rarely happened after 1989.  This explains why some monstrous edifices 
were raised as dwelling places or office buildings, for which artificial building permits were 
released.     
The  aesthetic  perception  on  the  architectural  style  of  buildings  around  us  can 
contribute to the urban comfort/discomfort. Architecture is decisive in determining the urban 
character and specificity of a locality.  
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identifying some mistakes of urbanism that have emerged after 1989 in the development of 
the town; here are some of them:   
  The supremacy of cars over pedestrians:                                                  
We are witnesses of  a town that is suffocated by  cars. There is no traffic study done to 
optimize traffic of cars and pedestrians.  
  The streets (as they are right now) do not provide any comfort. 
  The street, the very space where inter human relations are present, tends to disappear 
in the new districts of Bucharest, districts that should be seen not only as a new environment 
but also as an expression of the cultural landscape influenced by the very way of living of the 
new social category that emerged after 1989 and by how they use and apply the new form of 
property.  
  The economic and political transformations underwent by the Romanian society in 
the years of transition are to be found in the modeling of towns. The town is now related in a 
new way to the neighboring environment.  There are effects of this in the periurban areas. 
There  is  a  new  spatial  configuration.  From  the  economic  consequences  (the  loss  of  the 
centralized economy, of the systematization plans, the liberalization of the real estate market 
etc) to the administrative territorial and mediatic ones, Bucharest presents itself as a city that 
has  expanded  the  territorial  boundaries  of  1989,  and  therefore  this  territory  has  to  be 
reconsidered now. The transformation is not only demographic and territorial but also in point 
of the very concept of living. Bucharest has expanded and the transition from the typology of 
“bedroom districts”, that emerged in the sixties, to the new urban images, reflects a wide 
series of modifications at a social level. The emergence of a new social category “of the 
newly rich people” generated the wish to give a new social image. Together with this, the 
need for isolation or segregation emerged. There have been modifications in the very notion 
of living. If before 1989 the house” was associated with the type of collective living, today, 
the notion is redefined and is getting closer to the idea of an individual dwelling. 
  Districts that have no identity and where the feeling of “being representative” is 
exacerbated or where the concept of a “luxury house” is wrongly understood are to be seen 
everywhere. While in the case of collective dwellings of the “block of flats” the feeling of 
property was slightly diluted, following the impossibility of strictly determining the private 
space from the public space, in the case of residential districts the feeling of property is much 
more  obvious.  The  personality  of  the  owner  is  more  obvious  to  the  detriment  of  the 
specialist’s (the architect). Purchase of a property plays a certain role, not only in the material Carmen Beatrice Pauna, Dana Ileana G. Chirvai   Urban Comfort in Bucharest. Social 
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area, but also symbolically, since it defines a new social position. The emergence of a new 
typology of dwellings, different from the existing urban dwellings, customization at any rate, 
for the sake of the idea of uniqueness, does not point to the beautiful but to the culture of 
consumption.  
  The town does not offer any longer that state of comfort, so necessary for the times 
we live in. There is an acute absence of squares and pedestrian areas so useful when it comes 
to the creation of a certain feeling, spirit so necessary to “people”. Any route is cumbersome 
and  discontinuous.  The  wish  and  need  for  creating  pedestrian  axes  loses  ground  in  the 
struggle against the ubiquity of cars. The North South axis of the Capital, one of the most 
important axes, appears as an element of discontinuity. The acute lack of interest of town 
planners  and  developers,  in  the  positive  sense  of  the  word,  but  also  the  insufficient 
involvement of the specialists and the civil society, have determined a delay in the progress 
towards modernity,  to the detriment of respect for real values and urban comfort. 
  The destruction of the existing squares, for instance: Ch. De Gaule square, (a square 
that bears the name of a great politician), following the emergence of a monstrous office 
building, ”Ch.de Gaulle Business Centre”, which has nothing to do with the size and tradition 
of the respective place; the Victoria Square, with the emergence of a somewhat industrial 
building  marking  an  important  impact  area  of  a  big  boulevard,  the  Nicolae  Titulescu 
Boulevard, with the square space. The destruction of the systemic, stylistic, volumetric and 
eventually aesthetic unity of some of the fewest important squares of the town cannot leave us 
indifferent and wonder to what extent the profession speaks out so that we should not build 
ephemerally: we do not build for today, we build for tomorrow, taking into account what was 
yesterday. We cannot blame, in a very convenient way, only the politicians for what we failed 
to do ourselves, for not having to look towards the people but rather leaving everything at the 
discretion of the person who occupies an occasional position in an ephemeral organization 
structure. 
How can we not wonder about the criteria underlay the decision to praise buildings 
that destroy the town, buildings that no inhabitant of this town accepts and assimilates as 
belonging to the place? 
In this respect, we find the following assertion made by academician Octav Doicescu 
as very eloquent, “The town and its architecture, besides the technique, is also a cradle for 
consolidating civilizations.”  
      Together  with  the  urban  space  and  its  quality,  the  underground  space  becomes  the Carmen Beatrice Pauna, Dana Ileana G. Chirvai   Urban Comfort in Bucharest. Social 
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element which, together with equipment and technological urban layout, raises the level of 
living. The architects and town planners, together with engineers, should pay more attention 
to these issues, a priority among them being the improvement of the quality of life. 
Let us not forget that the way the public space is used, or the community values, the 
spiritual,  cultural  values,  for  that  matter,  are  elements  that  make  possible  this  leap  into 
modernity – a leap towards the space created by people for the people. In the process of urban 
development many elements refer to the need for maintaining the very character of a town. 
We actually handle concepts whose general meaning is close to us but we are often overcome 
by  the  complexity  of  reality.  There  are  cases  when  the  character  of  a  town  is  easily 
discernable and other cases when we only intimate it, but we find it difficult to translate it into 
language.  
The urban character is an entirety of behaviors that confer personality to a town. 
The character of a town is conditioned by the historic evolution, by social and economic 
factors, by the political, philosophical and religious concepts and ideas that are put in order 
and in a certain hierarchy during history. Together with the urban organism, the character 
evolves,  undergoes  modifications,  and  transforms  itself  (in  certain  cases  some  of  its 
components can be prevailing – site, natural elements, and valuable space units). The specific 
elements  are  diffuse  and  at  the  same  time  localized.  Considering  the  town  as  an  urban 
organism turns it into the fundamental element of the urban phenomenon.  
In the process of urbanization we witness a continuous development of the urban way 
of living, considering that this development can be extensive but also intensive. The way of 
living refers to the real process of people’s life, including not only an existential side but also 
a spiritual one, embodied in the very awareness that people have about their existence, about 
how they live. In other words, the urban way of living is the total sum of these necessities 
added to which are the requirements of comfort. For the parameter of urban comfort to be 
achieved  it  is  necessary  to  acknowledge  the  quantitative  (physical  area,  density)  and  the 
qualitative (value of spaces, services) aspects laying stress on the quality of activities.   
Comfort, as a parameter of efficiency of investment, is achieved in three successive 
stages: design which is materialized integrally or partially by the envisaged quality or not, in 
the execution stage – which is the second stage; the third stage – functioning (exploitation) – 
is about the use as such, according to the intention at the moment of design or not, which 
depends on numerous aspects (the evolution of culture, technology, way  of life etc). The 
analysis of the quantity quality ratio attempts at placing the quality parameters at various tiers Carmen Beatrice Pauna, Dana Ileana G. Chirvai   Urban Comfort in Bucharest. Social 
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of study: territorial, the level of living, of the equipment, of traffic, of green areas, in point of 
technological urban  equipment,  in  point  of  aesthetics  and  economic  efficiency.  The 
parameters mentioned above should be analyzed quantitatively and from the socio economic 
standpoint.  The  analysis  usually  focuses  on  four  major  phases  of  study:  that  of  the  field 
investigated,  of  the  parameters  used,  of  defining  them  in  the  most  exact  way,  and  on 
providing all the details about them.  
In  reference  to  Bucharest  Municipality  the  analysis  should  go  deeper  in  order  to 
include the following elements: 
   Reconsideration of the natural elements  
   Capitalizing on the higher spaces on the two cornices of the Dâmboviţa River 
   Creation of poles of recreation along the lakes (Colentina, Morii, Griviţa, Dobroie ti, 
Pantelimon, etc.) 
   Development of the representative and national authority functions  
   Raising the life quality of its inhabitants  
   Solving the urban crowdedness of Bucharest 
   Harnessing on the natural and architectural potential  
   Development of valued added economic activities  
   Promotion of the buildings potential  
Each of these cases should undergo the four stages of study (which we intend to do in 
a future article). Mention should be made that merely defining them is not enough without an 
analysis  of  the  relations  among  various  elements  being  done.  As  to  the  analysis  of  the 
physical comfort (as a component part of urban comfort) one should not ignore the socio 
cultural side of comfort either, since it is included in the definition of the quality of life.  
Case study 
In completion to the presentation of the deficiencies of the urban comfort identified in 
Bucharest we present now a proposal for the layout of a small area in the centre of the town, 
in the “0” area of the Capital that could substantially improve the impact both on inhabitants 
and on tourists.                                                                                                              
            First, a brief history of the area, followed by the proposal as such for a layout which 
can be seen in the adjoining images. 
„The Vivid Gray KM 0 (zero)” – brief history of the area 
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Square)     Piaţa  Mihai  Kogălniceanu/Mihail  Kogălniceanu  Square  (Carol  I  Boulevard, 
Elisabeta Boulevard , Mihail Kogălniceanu Boulevard ) lies the building of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, exactly at nr. 24 of Carol I Boulevard. The edifice was raised between 1894 1896 
in the style of the French Renaissance and reminds us of a castle on the valley of Loir. The 
three storey  building  followed  the  blueprints  of  architect  Louis  Blanc,  who  designed  the 
facade of the building in polished stone, combined with apparent brick. There is an elegant 
yard in front of the building and the entrance is a fronton decorated with allegorical sculptures 
and supported by two caryatides.   
Between Carol I Boulevard and Coltea Street there is the yard of the Colţea Hospital 
and of the church built by Sword Bearer Mihai Cantacuzino. The hospital and the church took 
their name from Colţea Doicescu, owner of the land on which he raised a wooden church. 
Across the Colţea Hospital there is the neo Gothic building of the  uţu Palace, today, the 
Bucharest Municipality Museum. Behind the  uţu Palace there is the Palace of the National 
Lottery, today, the building hosts a political party. The University Palace is on the Elisabeta 
Boulevard. The School of Architecture, close by, was built between 1912 1926, according to 
the blueprints of Grigore Cerchez in neo Romanian style, and dedicated to Ion Mincu. The 
National Theatre, an imposing building located in the same area, was built in 1973. It burnt on 
the night of August 16, 1978, and the exhibition hall was completely destroyed. The theatre 
was restored and the outside of the building underwent some changes in the period 1983  
1984.  
Description of the proposed project 
Today, the town of Bucharest, surnamed ”The Small Paris”, at the beginning of the 
20th century, is probably one of the most disorganized and grey capitals of Europe, a reason 
why we opted for a simple technique to approach this project, both concerning architecture 
and how to present the idea. Bucharest is a capital with several predominant areas; one of 
them is the area of KM 0. Here we inserted a new piece of architecture in the urban space. It 
is a coffee shop located in a green area, right in front of the subway entrance, where it can 
create an oasis of green, a space for relaxation and meeting. The element around which the 
idea was born is the urban show. We thus opted for the possibility of watching, from the 
inside  to  the  outside,  an  urban  movie,  whose  set  will  be  the  grey  buildings,  and  whose 
characters will be the cars and the people which will give color to the film.  
The center of Bucharest does not have a restoration project, and so, the predominant 
color of the area is grey. This area is considered the center of Bucharest, which is a complex Carmen Beatrice Pauna, Dana Ileana G. Chirvai   Urban Comfort in Bucharest. Social 
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space determined by three squares: University Square, Nicolae Bălcescu Square and 21 st of 
December 1989 Square. In this created space there are certain dominant rules and elements 
that  give  charm  to  the  area.  Starting  from  the  Unirea  Square  towards  the  I.  C.  Bratianu 
Boulevard, the Intercontinental Hotel is seen as the end of the perspective and dominates the 
entire urban space. Similarly, the open air spaces partly destined for recreation are placed on 
the three corners of the intersection, but not on the side with the University. Hence, there is an 
intention to lay stress on the University as a sort of „object building” (end of perspective, but 
on  a  horizontal  axis).  This  slight  imbalance,  at  the  level  of  urbanism,  is  mended  by  the 
location of the round square of the intersection in the middle.  
The project follows the initial theories that helped organize the square and in this 
respect the proposed project comes with a free and quite generous space. The low height, as 
compared to the existing buildings,   in order not to „cast a shadow” on the initial intention of 
placing the university as object building – the denial of the existing architecture style in the 
site, by means of the simple forms, the colors and materials used, attempts at obtaining a new 
building that should disrupt the existing monotony in the 0 kilometer area. The building is not 
meant however to become a predominant element in the square, but it rather has the role of 
mediator – establishes a relation among the other elements. In addition, the building does not 
try to impose itself but to lose itself in the entire urban landscape. The building seems to hide 
discretely from the madness of the town finding refuge behind an oasis of green – to become 
a studio that absorbs only the positive elements of the urban space. 
The choice of the site is not accidental. The grey is given by the sensation of contracts 
in the square – the crossroads of extremes. Grey is formed by blending White and Black. 
There is a stylistic approach of the area in relation to these two shades. The ratio White Black 
can  be  interpreted  as  any  of  the  ratios:  ying  vs.  yang,  light  vs.  darkness,  day  vs.  night, 
vegetation vs. urban crowdedness, free vs. trafficked, clean vs. dirty polluted or chilly/water 
vs.  heat/asphalt.  We  can  consider  White  as being  our  construction  –  simple,  clean  forms 
surrounded by an oasis of green, a quiet space, at shelter from the crowdedness of the town – 
and Black as being the square and the town itself. This rule is not defining in itself, as the 
building belongs at the same time to both categories of White and Black. During the day the 
construction is lost in the landscape, during the night it becomes itself a show of light and 
colors – the day is white and shelters the pedestrian from the „heat” and during the night it 
looks black but enlightens from the inside the entire square. 
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modern  construction  exactly  vis à vis  the  Inter Continental  Hotel  (the  only  contemporary 
building  in  the  area).  These  two  constructions  would be  the  only  contemporary  elements 
among the eclectic styles of the rest of the buildings. Seen from the perspective of height, the 
proposed  project  is  the  minor  extreme  of  the  area,  in  contrast  with  the  Inter Continental 
Hotel– the predominant vertical element. Similarly, the project meets the need to transform 
the centre of Bucharest in an interesting space.  Designed as an urban node of traffic, the 
passerby has the tendency to stop over and watch the show generated by the fretting of the 
town or simply to admire its buildings. We often see people who stop by in front of the 
National Theatre or the University in order to talk. We must admit that this fretting has a 
charm of itself as long as it keeps within the limits of normalcy. 
The project does not include only the coffee shop but also the entire layout of the site: 
the coffee shop, the alleys for pedestrians, the water, the green area. The construction is made 
of apparent concrete, and glass, slightly lifted from the ground with 1 meter and above the 
water surface. It is designed as a process and not as a static element. The layout is harnessing 
on the elements of nature. The alleys are made of natural stone, either ceramic plates (full or 
in the form of a square with a hole in the middle, allowing the grass to grow and come to the 
surface). Around the water there will be a shape of rock which could be used as a place for 
rest and contemplation.  
In the adjoining images we present the construction from various angles. We present 
in parallel the image of the place as currently is, and as it will be, after the proposed layout of 
the area. In order to better render the idea of White vs. Black the images are so designed as to 
lay stress on every element. They should be seen as an entirety, the general idea being a 
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Annex 1: The current situation of the studied area 
 




Annex 3: The impact of the proposed bulding on the surroundings 
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Annex 4.a.: Aerial perspective of the arranged area 
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Annex 5: Detailed perspective  
 
 
Annex 6: The perception of the proposed elements during the night 
 
 